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Green Diamond
Equipment will
keep your view
all GREEN!

Don’t settle for par on your golf and
turf equipment. Green Diamond
offers quality products from
John Deere Golf.
Now available at all 14 locations
Prince Edward Island

Bloomfield, PE
41 Griffin Drive, Alberton
902-853-2535
Stratford, PE
237 Mason Road, Stratford
902-569-2500

Summerside, PE
40 Aerospace Blvd.,
Slemon Park
902-436-4244
800-716-4244
(toll free)

New Brunswick

Sussex, NB
70 Aiton Rd., Sussex
506-432-6470
866-787-6470 (toll free)
Miramichi, NB
11413 Route 11, Napan
506-773-6013

Moncton, NB
70 Commerce Street,
Moncton
506-388-3337
866-991-3337 (toll free)

Kentville, NS
1105 Hwy 359,
Kentville
902-678-5555
866-898-8370 (toll free)

Halifax, NS
270 Horseshoe Lake Dr.,
Halifax
902-450-0712
855-450-0712 (toll free)

Grand Falls, NB
99 CN Road, Grand Falls
506-473-6963
Woodstock, NB
141 Heller Rd., Woodstock
506-325-6150
866-771-3999 (toll free)

Nova Scotia

Middleton, NS
166 Junction Road,
Middleton
902-825-3042
866-379-9428 (toll free)

Upper Onslow, NS
53 Hub Centre Drive,
Upper Onslow
902-662-2516

New Glasgow, NS
5425 Highway #4,
New Glasgow
902-396-4125

Antigonish, NS
15 Haley Road,
Antigonish
902-863-5991

www.green-diamond.ca

John Deere the leaping Deere symbol and the green and
yellow color scheme are property of Deere and company
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May The Force Be With You...Or Not
“Doing nothing is often the hardest thing to do.”
But for many superintendents, this is a very
uncomfortable prospect.

You Can’t Grind Reels In Outpatients
Spring is a great time to make sure all your WHMIS
records are up to date . I know it is a lot of work, but
if you ever need them it is worth it in the long run.
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Golf Industry Show 2018
This past February, Mark Perry and Paul MacCormack
were fortunate enough to attend the Golf Industry
Show in San Antonio, Texas.
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VISIT
maritimegreen.org

SPRING is here and summer is right around the corner! Maritime
Green is gearing-up for a busy season as we prepare to serve your
needs.

This year we have introduced some new lines that we know you’re
going to be interested in. Striving to provide top-notch products
and service with on-time delivery is always our goal, focusing on
the most important piece….you – the customer.
Looking forward to seeing you out on the course!
Amanda, Kevin & Stuart

Amanda Gillies

506.878.7931
amandakgillies@outlook.com

Kevin Falls

226.821.4421
turfcan@gmail.com

Stuart Gillies

506.872.4004
stuartgillies@outlook.com

editor’s message

Mark Perry
Head Superintendent
Rustico Resort Golf & Tennis Club

I hope this issue of the Turf News finds you all well, rested and ready for our 2018 season. For some of us it has been a
winter without a lot of snow and thus some different looking sights this spring. Hopefully most of you have seen a first
glimpse of your course after winter and they have survived the challenges of another crazy maritime season.
In this issue of the Turf News we will take the opportunity to look back at our 2018 conference in Moncton. A sincere
thanks to Jim Nix(and Family) for their help with the conference.
Congratulations to Tom Breau on winning the Jack Fairhurst Superintendent of the Year award. A deserving honor for a
hard working guy. And congratulations to Tyler MaGee on winning the Alvin Rowledge Bursary Award. And for giving one
of the best speeches our banquet has ever heard.
Our regular contributors continue to add their wise recommendations for a sound mind and body. Paul and Jamie lend
some sage advice for us all to ponder as we start another season. Barry always has some great advice to starting out the
season on a good note. We also give thanks to Marie Thorne on her retirement from Syngenta Canada. I am also pleased
to include a story on the 2018 Golf Industry Show from San Antonio, Texas. Another couple of great Turf Hacks are also
included in this issue.
As our spring and summer season is right around the corner, I encourage you all to take the time to prepare yourself, and
your staff, to be safe and prepared for all the challenges that lay ahead of us. In our next issue, I would like to feature some
before and after pictures of some of the great work our golf course maintenance staff has completed. I know you all have
some pictures of that. Send them along, they may be inspiration for someone else looking to do the same job.
Have a great Spring!!
Mark Perry
Turf News Editor
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president’s report
Now that Spring is here, most have seen the turf and have
an idea or game plan for what needs to be done prior to
opening day. Regardless of your location in the Atlantic
Region, Mother Nature can be kind and make things easy
or just the opposite and cause frustrations. Here is hoping
for a promising and successful Spring.
I am happy to say the Atlantic Turfgrass Conference at the
Moncton Casino was a great success this year. Thanks to
all the delegates who took part and always to the support
we receive from our Industry Representatives. In 2019,
we are heading to Halifax; the board will be meeting
in the near future to start organizing committees and
working on new ideas to create a strong program for the
Halifax show. I had the pleasure to attend the 2018 CGSA
Management Conference in Quebec City, QC. As always,
the CGSA put together a solid program covering all
avenues for professional growth. I took part in a meeting
with other provincial representatives, as well as the CGSA
board, to discuss ongoing concerns and issues happening

Caralynn Cullen
Truro Golf Club

at the regional and national level. Executive Director, Jeff
Calderwood of the CGSA, talked about implementing
new initiatives this year to help promote the game of golf.
Things are looking very promising
The ATRF Scramble will be going to Royal Oaks GC in
Moncton this year, so watch for more information on this
event which is coming in the near future. Last year, we saw
record breaking numbers on the Island at the Dundurave
Golf Club. Many thanks go to the outstanding sponsorship
from our industry reps and all the participants. Let’s hope
for a repeat!
I’m looking forward to working with Executive Director,
Jim Nix and a very talented group of individuals at the
board level. I am very honoured to serve the AGSA
members as your President and together we will move
onward and upward
Caralynn Cullen
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Visit rainbird.com/DefendYourTurf to read the
full site report, and see how Desert Mountain is
getting more from their irrigation—and their turf.
Follow us @RainBirdGolf

Taking your playing
conditions to new heights.
That’s intelligent.

Rain Bird innovation gives Desert Mountain total control.
With six Jack Nicklaus Signature Courses spread across an 8,000-acre property,
Desert Mountain relies on Rain Bird to deliver consistently exceptional
playability from course to course. From advanced control features
like Flo-Manager® to weather stations that help manage the property’s
microclimates, they have the power to defend their turf with Rain Bird.
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Irrigation Corner
by Barry K Stone CGIA
The topics for this month may sound a bit like a soapbox speech, however;
it is important that these items get discussed so we are all well informed.
The first topic relates to proper permits for our irrigation water requirements,
and these rules do change from Province to Province. As being proactive
is always the best approach, there are many places where information can
be obtained, without undue attention to your operation. Often times your
neighboring courses may be your best resource and many courses have
already been through the water withdrawal permitting process. For some
older courses you may have never been requested to submit information.
However, it is the goal of each Province to have all consumers of irrigation
water to be permitted. The rules basically apply to any operation that
withdraws more than 20,000 liters of water per day. These rules apply to all
water sources, as the water itself is not owned by the user. Therefore, wells,
man-made ponds, lakes, rivers, wetlands, or any other water source will fall
under these rules. (Reclaimed water has its own permitting process)
Once contacted by a government body, your paperwork and permitting
process is a legal transaction and can carry heavy fines for non-compliance.
Failing to comply can also set you up for a difficult irrigation season.
Along with the permitting process your pumping system and intake
screening may also come under review by DFO and require updating.
Almost all modern pumping systems have the proper intake screening, but
proof maybe required during the permitting process.
Bottom line, be prepared, understand the process and work with the
qualified professionals to complete any required permits.
The second topic relates to computer security, particularly the operation of
your computerized central control. There are many scammers in our world
that love to take your budget money and trick you into buying worthless
computer services. Even worse, fleecing your credit card and in either case
leaving your computer in an inoperable condition. For all the clients that
maintain a Service Plan with your Irrigation manufacturer, this should always
be your first choice for computer support. They will know your computer
better than anyone, where you are assured of professional help, in a secure
environment with guaranteed results. For those of you who are operating
with expired service plans, your best option is your friendly irrigation
distributor, and from there your trusted computer tech. Before making any
investment in an older computer (5 years plus) speak with the supplier of
your irrigation software. They are the professionals that will know how your
older software will perform with the latest Microsoft platform.
Hope all the spring startups go great and we all enjoy a successful Spring
season.
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ATLANTIC TURFGRASS CONFERENCE & TRADESHOW
Held February 20-22 at Casino New Brunswick in Moncton
Marie Thorne presented with her award by AGSA Past President Brian Gouthro

Alvin Rowledge Bursary Award Winner Tyler MaGee (right)
with family and president Caralynn Cullen (below)

Past-president Kevin Wentzell being recognized for his efforts
by president Caralynn Cullen
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Tom Breau receiving his 2017 Superintendent of the year award from President Caralynn Cullen. Also pictured with wife,
Dawn, and with GM - Ryan Tracy and Club President Troy MacDonnell from Miramichi Golf Club.

Meet the

PACK!

Meet
the Pack!
Name a feature, Kioti has it. Name a job,
Kioti.com

Kioti does it. Quality utility vehicles and
tractors in sub-compact, compact utility
and Ag models with horsepower ranging
from 21 to 110hp. Contact Veseys
Equipment to learn more.

Sales, Service, Parts & Financing
ROUTE 25,YORK,PE,C0A1P0

1-866-455-8873
www.veseysequipment.com

www.agsa.ca
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Price List
Product
Fundy Gold Compost® (3/8”)
80/20 Divot Mix (3/8”)
Topsoil
Bark Mulch (Fine)
Bark Mulch (Coarse)
Wood Mulch (Medium)

W

Try our new ‘80/20 Divot Mix’!!

Price (F.O.B.
Fundy)
$24.00
$20.00
$15.00
$28.00
$17.50
$15.00

O

e also offer landscape
materials for horticultural
applications. Our garden
soil is a 50:50 sandy
loam:compost mixture that is sure
to provide a healthy soil base for
any perennial flower beds. Our
70:30 topsoil blend could be used
in new construction.

C

We have different grades of mulch
as well, for places up close or
farther away. Our bark mulches are
naturally aged, no dyes added, and
are a nice rich brown color when
dry, almost black when wet, giving
a nice contrast on your course.

ur 80/20 divot mix is a homogenously mixed
product with compost added to aid in moisture
retention and the germination of your seed for
divots, while also providing some macro- and
micro-nutrients. In most cases, it is more economical
than utilizing USGA sand for divot mix. Please contact
Will at 902-673-3020 if you’d like to see a sample, or to
get an idea on pricing specific to your course location.
ompost on its own can also be used in high
stress areas (walk-offs, tees, and other
trouble areas). Our Fundy Gold Compost
® is an amendment rich in organic matter
and nutrients that should be considered in the
maintenance regime of your golf course.

Solutions for Every Need and Budget
Aquatrols has been the world leader in soil surfactant
technology for more than 60 years. Our soil surfactants
optimize soil moisture and improve irrigation efficiency,
resulting in significant water and energy savings.
With a full line of soil surfactant products backed
up by sound science and independent research,
we offer solutions for every need and budget.
Contact your local Aquatrols distributor today or
visit www.aquatrols.com for more information.

®

For more information, contact:

Walter Dea

®
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Territory Manager
wdea@aquatrols.com
514-602-8410

May the Force be With You...or not
by Paul MacCormack

There is an old green keeping
proverb that basically states,
“Doing nothing is often the
hardest thing to do.” But for
many superintendents, this is a
very uncomfortable prospect.
Our “fixing mind” tells us, “if I
could only do X, the turf would
be better”, “if I could only get
through to that staff member
they would…”, or “if I could only
convince that board member to
see things my way, all would be
good in the world.” For many of us,
doing nothing at all simply does
not compute.
Not for fellow Turfnetter Jason
Haines (@PenderSuper) His blog
post a couple of years ago titled,
5 things that I don’t do anymore
and why, highlighted this notion
of doing far less to achieve
more in the long run. Jason’s
whole style is to continuously
question, examine, and push the
boundaries of green keeping. In
his quest to do less, Jason had
found that stepping back and
simply observing can sometimes
be enough.
Doing nothing is hard work. When
there is a problem to fix, our egos
tell us to get out there and do
something at least! This notion
forces us out far too early in the
spring to begin overseeding,
disturbing our surfaces to
alleviate a perceived problem, or
needlessly interfering with our
staff in order to “get the job done
right.” If we can step back and be a
little bit uncomfortable for a time,
we can see that sometimes these
issues resolve themselves without
our constant meddling.

How often in our personal lives
does this same dance play out?
We superintendents are fixers
by nature and it can be tough
to stand back and ignore our
reaction to jump in and save the
day. Are you the person who
people always look to for the
answer? Many times that’s fine,
but sometimes it is helpful to ask
yourself the question, “Is my input
really needed?” This thoughtful
pause can give us the space to
not instinctively move into our
reactive “fixing” mode and make
room for things to sort themselves
out for a change.
It’s not to say that intervention
is never required and we should
always be completely passive
about things. We get paid to fix
problems on a daily basis, it’s
kinda what we do. But it might be
helpful to evaluate your reaction
footprint. Ask yourself if it’s more
effective to continuously react to
problems, or might it be time to
start responding wisely instead?
So next time you feel called
upon to throw on your cape and
rush out there to save the world,
maybe pause first. Don’t be scared
to question your first instinct
that tells you to automatically do
something…anything. It’s alright
to feel a little bit uncomfortable
with a given scenario and just
observe for a spell. You might be
surprised to find that sitting back
and letting things be just might
be that best thing to do.
Thanks so much for reading!
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TURF HACKS

Here are a couple of great ideas you may be
able to use in your turf operation.

TURF HACK #1

TURF HACK #2

Tired of lifting your pump in and out of
the utility car, find yourself an old pull
cart and haul it to where you want to
go next.

Need room in the back of the utility
cart and still need to get the garbage
cleaned up. Pick up one of these vehicle
attachments and you are good to go.

Serving Atlantic
Canada with quality
Products

You Can’t Grind Reels In Outpatients
As we get back at it after a very icy winter, I sit here typing with very sore fingers
which leads me to the topic of this article .
On Easter Monday, my niece slid in behind the wheel of her 2008 Honda Civic
with brakes that were worn right down to the steel . As a responsible uncle, I
gave her a lengthy talk about the importance of safety. I then proceeded to
repair the car with a very poor jack and equally poor blocking.
The end result involved a trip the next morning to get my fingernails drained. I
knew better, but, as we all know, in mechanic work we are always in a rush to get
the equipment going. She was heading back to college that evening, so I made
the poor decision to do what I did.
As a rule I am always very safety conscious, but all too quickly we can make
poor decisions. Make sure you always take that extra minute to get the proper
eye and ear protection. Make sure, when lifting equipment, that we use proper
jacks and blocking. Especially in the busy season, we tend to rush, and end up
getting injured.
Sometimes the smallest jobs are the worst for this. If we think we are behind
in our work now, imagine how far we will fall behind if we end up off for a long
time due to an injury from not taking that extra minute to insure we are being
safe. If that isn’t enough, imagine your spouse heading on a beautiful trip south
with their new partner all funded by your life insurance settlement.
It is a great idea in the spring to take some time and check all your tools for
safety issues. Make sure grinders have proper guards, power cords are in good
shape, and jack stands have proper locking devices. Even check your hand tools.
Many people have been seriously injured from a poorly maintained chisel or
punch.

Service Tips
I know I say this every article but make sure this spring you put some fuel additive
in. I guarantee this will save you a lot of headaches throughout the season .
And make sure your battery cables are clean and tight .
Spring is a great time to make sure all your WHMIS records are up to date . I
know it is a lot of work, but if you ever need them it is worth it in the long run.
I hope everyone has a safe and wonderful summer!

IF WE ALL WORK TOGETHER, WE WILL GET THE JOB DONE!
Jamie Matheson
Head Mechanic
Brudenell River /Dundarave golf courses

Golf Industry Show 2018
Mark Perry
AGSA/CGSA/GCSAA member

This past February, my good friend Paul MacCormack and I were fortunate enough to attend the Golf Industry
Show in San Antonio, Texas. It was a special trip for us both, as it was our inaugural experience at the big show. As
the saying goes, everything is bigger in Texas, and the 2018 GIS did not disappoint.
We were a just a couple of the many AGSA members that
travelled to the show from our region. Travelling across
the continent can be dicey at the best of times, but doing
it in February added a whole new layer of frustration for
some. Snow and ice storms, high winds, and general bad
weather wreaked havoc with many flight itineraries. In the
end everyone got to their destinations safe and sound, and
that’s really the most important part.
Once we arrived, our experience was all about soaking
it in. The sheer size of the event was mind boggling. The
opportunities for education, networking, and catching the
latest in turf technology at times seemed overwhelming,
but we managed to fit in a full week.

many forms and were delivered in various formats. From
shorter panel discussions, to lightning round five minute
presentations, to longer seminars there was something for
everyone.
At this year’s show Paul was fortunate enough to be selected
to deliver one of those seminars. Paul shared his seminar
time with Chris Tritabaugh, Superintendent at Hazeltine
National Golf Club. The four hour session focused on the
topics of living mindfully, leadership, and developing a
strong team culture within your crew. The discussions
were vibrant and engaging, with lots of participation by
the attendees.

The square footage of the trade show was nearly 8 acres.
Needless to say, there was every piece of equipment
imaginable. Along with all the major manufacturers (Toro,
John Deere, Jacobsen), the floor was littered with mid
to small size companies trying to get their piece of turf
maintenance market. As large as this industry is, there
seems to be no lack of imagination when it comes to the
newest and latest gadgets for the modern turf professional.

Another highlight of the show was the award presentation
to the AGSA from the Golf Course Industry Magazine for
“2018 Best Use of Video”. Our 50th Anniversary legacy
project, the “Deep Roots” short film, was recognized as the
top video for 2018. Paul was honored to accept the award
on behalf of the AGSA and our members. GCI magazine
also took the time to honor a number of individual golf
superintendents for their efforts in social media all over
the world.

The other significant part of the conference is the learning
program offered by the GCSAA. This portion of the event
did not disappoint. The learning opportunities took

The City of San Antonio is a lovely city for a conference
of this size. As a first time visitor to the area, we were
impressed by the cleanliness and positivity around the city.
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The famed Riverwalk that snaked through the heart of the city was a great place to unwind at the end of the day. And no trip
to San Antonio would be complete without at visit to famed Alamo. Admittedly the site itself is a tad underwhelming, but
as we took the time to absorb the history, we were able to gain a better understanding of the property and its significance
to the city and the state of Texas.
Overall, the event was an eye-opening experience. It was professional event from start to finish, and a great deal of credit
goes to the organizing staff of the GCSAA. The amount of organization that goes into an event of this magnitude is
staggering. Will we be back? Most definitely so, but maybe to a warmer climate like San Diego or Florida next time.

The River walk in the evening

Paul along the River walk

Pat Jones (GCI Magazine) and Paul
accepting award

Paul pondering his seminar discussion

Paul and Mark With Pat O’Brien from Hyde Park Country Club
(A fellow Ryder Cupper)
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Happy Trails Marie Thorne!
by Nancy Pierce. A colleague and friend

Marie – congratulations on your imminent retirement after 37 years at Syngenta!
All of us at the AGSA will miss you and want to take this opportunity to say “thank you”.
THANK YOU for your professionalism: your internal moral
compass ensured you approached each and every one of
us with honesty and integrity.
THANK YOU for your Knowledge: whether speaking at a
conference, or conversing one on one during a site visit,
you always applied and shared your vast knowledge with
intelligence and decorum.
THANK YOU for your assistance: You were always there for
us in times of crisis, metering out your sage advice over
the phone lines, email or in person, whatever was needed.
THANK YOU for your time: attending conferences and site
visits can certainly take its toll. We very much want you to
know that we acknowledge this sacrifice of your time to
help make us more knowledgeable Superintendents.

We hope you look back on your career and tell yourself
‘well done’, because Marie, it certainly was done well. If
you “do” retirement as well as you have your career, you’re
in for one heck of a good time in the years to come.
Well Done! Best Wishes! Enjoy every day!
Happy trails to you, until we meet again.
Some trails are happy ones,
Others are blue.
It's the way you ride the trail that counts,
Here's a happy one for you.
— Dale Evans

THANK YOU for your generosity: a smile, advice, turf tip,
information, a cocktail (or two); you shared it all with us
without reservation.
THANK YOU for your friendship: we never felt like “just a
client” to you. We knew you were sincere in your attempts
to make our jobs easier and less stressful. Those of us
fortunate enough to have gotten to know you over the
years, call you a friend first.
We take great pride that you are one of us; a born and bred
“Merry-Timer”. Along with that pride, you have earned our
deepest respect and admiration over the years. We are
better at what we do, in large part, because of you. As we
continue on our paths without Marie Thorne, we’ll try to
remember not to be sad because it’s over, but to smile
because it happened.
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INFINITY Series Golf Sprinklers
Engineered for today’s challenges.
Designed for tomorrow’s technologies.

BUY 4 GET 1 FREE!

Contact us for additional spring promotions:

TORO Infinity Sprinklers, Riserless
Bodies or Conversion Assemblies

Jeremy Phillips, Sales & Service Representative
p: 416-347-4601 or 1-800-561-8873 | e: jeremyp@turfcare.ca

The Easy Choice

WHEN POWER, PERFORMANCE,
VERSATILITY AND COMFORT MATTER.

Contact your local Turf Care representative to find out more about purchase and lease opportunities:
Nova Scotia & Newfoundland - Rafuse Golf Cars: 902-825-6582 | Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick & PEI - Turf Care Products Canada: 1-800-561-8873

Helping your business GROW.
Products Canada Limited

Join the conversation:

@TurfCareProdCA

Visit: turfcare.ca

NUTRIFENSE

SEA KELP

Pursuit of
Innovation...

CALCIUM

SOLUBLE SILICA

POTASSIUM ACETATE

GROW TO DEFEND
HUMIC ACID

PLANT DEFENSE

...more is possible!
Our passion for great turf drives us to follow the latest university research and explore multiple methods
for stimulating and sustaining plant defense systems. Turf Fuel products utilize novel technologies made
with the ﬁnest raw materials. We’re proud of the results, but we will continue to innovate. As good as our
products are today, we believe more is possible.

Call your Halifax Seed Turfgrass Specialist about a
foliar fertilizer program that is designed to work for you
Callum Haughn 902-222-9335
Ryan Sherry 902-223-2858
Turf

Landscape

Golf

