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Consistent cut quality, 
regardless of operator.
Imagine a triplex mower that you can set up for 
a rookie operator to perform like a seasoned 
veteran. It’s possible with the new 2700 and 2750 
PrecisionCut™ and E-Cut™ Hybrid Triplex Mowers. 

Dani Wheaton- New Brunswick & Prince Edward Island  daniwheaton@green-diamond.ca
Colton Parsons- Mainland Nova Scotia  coltonparsons@green-diamond.ca
Shane Decoste-  Eastern Nova Scotia/Cape Breton and Newfoundland & Labrador  shanedecoste@green-diamond.ca 

For Service and/or Parts inquires, 
please contact Harold Larter at our  
Stratford location Toll Free: 1-833-534-1218

New Brunswick
Moncton ..................................... 506-388-3337
Woodstock ............................... 506-325-6150
Sussex .......................................... 506-432-6470
Grand Falls ............................... 506-473-6963
Miramichi .................................. 506-773-6013

Nova Scotia
Kentville ...................................... 902-678-5555
Middleton .................................. 902-825-3042
Halifax ........................................... 902-450-0712
Upper Onslow ....................... 902-662-2516
New Glasgow ......................... 902-396-4125

Antigonish ................................ 902-863-5991

Prince Edward Island
Summerside ........................... 902-436-4244
Bloomfield ................................ 902-853-2535
Stratford ..................................... 902-569-2500

Plan #11368

For a demo of greens mowing equipment or any other golf equipment contact your local representative. www.green-diamond.ca
* Minimum $200 Purchase. Offer ends July 31, 2020. 
 Some conditions apply. Contact your representative for details.

Every operator can be 
your best operator  
with our advanced 
triplex features.

Take control of your 
course like never 
before. And take a look 
at what makes these 
triplexes stand out.

Available in gas and diesel hydraulic or electric reel drive.

John Deere Financial offers flexible 
finance options that reflect the cash 
flow of golf courses. Financing for both 
new and used equipment is available.



3Turf News - July 2020

Membership Rates
Class A & B ..................................$165
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Sixteen90 + Primer604 is the perfect blend of 
penetration and retention, a cost effective 

solution for any area of the course 

Callum Haughn
902-222-9335  |  callum@halifaxseed.ca

Ryan Sherry
902-223-2858  |  ryan.sherry@halifaxseed.ca

®

®

For more information, contact: 

Walter Dea
Territory Manager

 wdea@aquatrols.com
514-602-8410

Solutions for Every Need and Budget

Aquatrols has been the world leader in soil surfactant 
technology for more than 60 years. Our soil surfactants 
optimize soil moisture and improve irrigation efficiency, 
resulting in significant water and energy savings.

With a full line of soil surfactant products backed  
up by sound science and independent research,  
we offer solutions for every need and budget.  
Contact your local Aquatrols distributor today or  
visit www.aquatrols.com for more information.



President’s Message

To say it is a different type of year in the golf industry would be quite 
an understatement. Despite facing many different and changing 
rules and protocols,  AGSA Superintendents have certainly risen to 
the challenge and successfully opened their facilities. This has been 
made at least somewhat easier by our unique capacity to share and 
help one another through trying times. Let’s continue to demonstrate 
the value of a qualified golf course superintendent to our facility 
owners.

The AGSA is excited to be launching a new web site in the next few 
weeks. This site will provide the opportunity for members to advertise 
for staff, as well as posting equipment for sale. Event promotion and 
registration will be made much easier and opportunities for industry 
suppliers to advertise will be made available on the site as well. 

As you are aware, our scramble which was set to be held at the Mill 
River Golf Club later in August has been cancelled and is rescheduled 
for Mill River in 2021.  We are hoping to schedule some smaller 
regional golf outings for later this summer. Whether you are a keen 
golfer or not, it will be a great chance to get out and see many of your 
colleagues and just have a relaxing day, which I am sure have been 
few and far between this summer, especially with early indications 
being that we are headed for a hot summer which should keep our 
course and irrigation systems busy.  

Hopefully everything works out well and everyone has a chance to 
find a good healthy balance in their work and family lives.  

John Mills,  
Northumberland Links Golf Course
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Executive Director

What was looking like a great start to the golf season, 
very quickly turned to talk about when and if there 
would even be a season. As the number of cases of the 
virus increased, the real life havoc it caused to many 
families started to unfold as many people took sick and 
many of those did not recover. Social and distancing, 
two words that one would never consider being 
synonymous with each other, were put together in what 
would become the phrase of the year. Everyone would 
be required to keep a minimum of two metres apart 
and it did not matter who or where you were. Social 
distancing, proper handwashing and wearing of masks 
were what would get us through this time. For the most 
part it has worked, at least in Atlantic Canada, where we 
have all done a good job of controlling the spread of 
the virus. However, it is no time to let up and we would 
encourage you to still practice social distancing and 
when that is not possible, please wear a mask. 

During this pandemic, AGSA members have taken 
full advantage of our WhatsApp chat, to discuss the 

pandemic and their plans and techniques for opening 
their facilities, while keeping their staffs safe and healthy. 
This has been a challenge for everyone and I suspect 
some have struggled with it more than others. Please 
take pride in what you have done and continue to do 
in managing this, while still ensuring your golf courses 
were open and ready to play once that was allowed to 
happen. From everything I have heard, you have done 
a formidable job.

In this issue of the Turf News, our Behind the Grass 
feature will introduce you to Graham Wieja of Anderson’s 
Creek Golf Club. I am sure you will enjoy learning a little 
more about Graham and Anderson’s Creek!

This issue of the Turf News also features some new 
companies to the magazine, so please consider them 
and all of our Turf News advertisers when making your 
next purchases. We cannot do what we do without 
them!

We are only half way through 2020 and it has already proven to be a year like no other. Not long after closing 
the books on our AGSA Conference & Trade Show, the world started looking very different as the Covid-19 
pandemic hit North America. 

A few notable items now as we reach the middle of July:

• Dues invoices have been pushed back to allow courses and businesses to focus on dealing with Covid-19 
issues and plans. Invoices will be out by July 15th. 

• The AGSA Scramble in Support of Turf Research and presented by Bayer has been cancelled for 2020 due 
to Covid-19. We will be back in 2021 at Mill River Resort. Please add this to your calendar for the last week 
of August. It is a great resort and a great golf course and Blair Duggan and his team are very much looking 
forward to hosting us. In the meantime, our plans are to have golf days in the various regions in over the next 
couple of months. More on these soon!

MID SEASON UPDATE
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• The 2021 Conference & Trade Show is at this time still a go. The Conference Planning Committee has had 
several meetings already and we have many of our presenters already booked. The dates for next year’s 
conference are Feb. 23-25, 2021 at the Westin in the heart of downtown Halifax. The Westin has gone through 
a major, several million dollar renovation and you will definitely like what they have done, so please add those 
dates to your calendar!

• The new AGSA website should be up and running very soon. The final touches are being applied and although 
there will still be some content remaining to be added to the site, we look forward to having a website that is 
current, practical and works for you, the AGSA members. 

That is it for now. I hope the rest of your summer goes well and you are all able to settle into life in what is 
becoming the “new normal”, which hopefully in time will not be too far from the “old normal”, when we could have 
lunch together, shake hands or exchange a hug when you met up with someone you haven’t seen in awhile, or 
even just take the flagstick out of the cup. I kinda liked it that way. 

Jim Nix, AGS

BACKED BY SCIENCE AND RESEARCH OFFERING SOLUTIONS TO SUIT EVERY NEED AND BUDGET. 

GROWTH PRODUCTS HAS BEEN A PIONEER IN 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY, BIO-INNOVATIONS, 

TECHNICALLY ADVANCED LIQUID FERTILIZERS, 
MICRONUTRIENTS AND EFFECTIVE BIOLOGICAL 

CONTROL PRODUCTS FOR OVER 30 YEARS.

STUART GILLIES
506-872-4004
stuartgillies@outlook.com

KEVIN FALLS
226-821-4421
turfcan@gmail.com
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Over the last few months the term “The New Normal” has become the 
buzz words that I hate to hear.  But I have discovered this term can 
also apply to the word of irrigation.  “The new normal” for irrigation 
is the damaged mainline PVC pipes just past the steel drop down Z 
pipe.  The problem shows itself in a leak which appears to be coming 
from the fitting which connects the steel to the PVC pipe.  Once 
exposed it shows a distorted PVC pipe which appears to have been 
swelled at the end and no longer fits correctly inside the coupling or 
has developed pin holes which are leaking.  

The cause of this damage is related to heat from the air compressor 
during blow out.  Over the past several falls air compressors have 
become harder to rent and the 750 cfm units are scarce.  Many 
courses have been using larger 1200 cfm units for blowout.  This in 
itself is not a problem, however if you take advantage of the larger 
available air volume, you are increasing friction in the pipe.  Not a 
problem in steel pipe however PVC is not designed be in a heated 
environment.  

The best solution is to keep the airline cool and this can be 
accomplished by renting extra airline and running the airline through 
the irrigation pond, this is a trick used by Chris Wallace at Brunello.  
Failure to keep the air cool will lead to more of “The New Normal” 
replacing PVC pipe at pump house in the spring.  

Based on our current weather conditions with dry soil and the 
potential for lightning storms ground grids are now more important 
than ever.  Making sure all ground grids on your course are in good 
working condition, all clamps are tight, and if possible have the grids 
magered. 

Every satellite system has ground grids at the central and at each 
satellite. Decoder systems have ground grids at various spacing on 
the 2 wire path and again at the central. Various manufacturers have 
differing ohms spec for these grids, always follow their specs.  

If you are unsure what to check for reach out to your irrigation 
supplier and they can guide you 

It is great to hear how busy the golf courses are this spring with 
membership increases and more people playing golf while enjoying 
the fresh air.   

On a personal note the world of Covid has changed my truck into a 
full time living space, dining room and office.  However I must say 
everyone I encounter during my travels is kind, patience and friendly.  
It is a positive to see how our Association and Atlantic Canadian’s in 
general have stepped up and met the new challenges we now face.

Be safe everyone and kind to all you meet.

Cheers

Barry K Stone CGIA
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Jeremy Phillips, Sales & Service Representative       p: 416-347-4601 or 1-800-561-8873    |    e: jeremy.phillips@turfcare.ca

Let us show you an easy and affordable path to the latest in irrigation technology.

THE EASY CHOICE
WHEN POWER, PERFORMANCE, VERSATILITY AND COMFORT MATTER.

Contact your local Turf Care representative to find out more about purchase and lease opportunities:   
Atlantic Provinces  - Rafuse Golf Cars: 902-825-6582   |   Ontario and Quebec - Turf Care Products Canada: 1-800-561-8873

LYNX® SMART MODULE
The Irrigation System of Today
 The Technology of Tomorrow

@TurfCareProdCA  

Stay up-to-date: www.turfcare.ca

@Gr8estShowOnTRF
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Now the interesting thing about 
most super heroes is that they 
aren’t just one trick ponies. Even 
though the likes of Superman or 
Wonder Woman are best known 
for their superhuman strength and 
ability to fly, they also both have 
lesser known powers that can really 
help them out in a pinch. Things like 
telepathy, laser vision, or even the 
ability to speak any of the world’s 
6500 languages definitely come in 
handy from time to time. 

The art of mindfulness is actually 
very similar on many levels. Our 
ability to respond wisely and quiet 
our minds are often the main super 
powers people tend to focus on. 
But there is also a long list of lesser 
know powers that can be called 
upon our everyday lives. Things like 
gratitude, kindness, presence, or 
seeing the interconnectedness of all 
things can be life changing skills. 

There is also another power 
associated with the practice that 
has the ability to diffuse negativity, 
help us work with shame or guilt, or 
even change the relationship with 
the “evil villains” in our lives. It is the 
simple but powerful notion of self 
compassion. 

Just pause for a moment and 
imagine yourself face to face with 
your nemesis of choice from the 
comic books or movies (or even 

your own life) This villain has the 
ability to make you feel intense 
shame, overwhelming guilt, 
aggression, anger, or basically 
stir up anything that makes you 
dislike yourself. Let yourself feel 
the full brunt of this confrontation 
deep in your body, inhabiting the 
sensations completely. 

Take a breath or two and now shift 
your perspective to your inherent 
super power. Imagine even a 
warmth or inner light emanating 
from deep within engaging and 
diffusing the negative onslaught 
from your enemy. The power of self 
compassion has the ability to open 
our hearts and create space for us 
to respond with friendliness instead 
of judgment. This space creates 
a container to hold the pain and 
allows us to respond wisely rather 
than go down the rabbit hole of 
reactivity. 

This imagined episode is the 
same story that plays out with 
us when we are trapped inside 
self-defeating storylines. The only 
difference is that the “arch enemy” 
we face is our own mind. Practicing 
and strengthening our ability 
to respond to self loathing with 
compassion and love transforms 
our lives on truly heroic levels. 

The other interesting thing about 
super heroes is that they are usually 

the ones that are called upon 
during times of great upheaval 
or crisis. They calmly and wisely 
respond by using their powers to 
transform the situation and help 
others to relative safety. By giving 
selflessly of themselves they help 
to restore balance and foster a 
renewed sense of peace. 

The are currently caught in the 
midst of such upheaval. The crisis 
we are living in real time has 
brought untold suffering on both 
a global and intensely personal 
level. Navigating these perilous 
times takes a great deal of inner 
resourcing and patience. As we 
choose to respond to the crisis 
with both equanimity and self 
compassion, we become a beacon 
of hope and stability for those 
around us. As they bear witness to 
our wisdom they can in turn begin 
to tap into and access their own 
inner strength. 

And therein lies our super power. 
We don’t have to leap tall buildings 
in a single bound or transport to 
a different dimension to combat 
aliens. We simply need to open our 
hearts and minds to the radical idea 
of making friends with ourselves. 
The ripple effect we create has 
the power to transform our own 
experience and also that of those 
in our orbit…and right now that’s a 
super power the world sorely need. 

WE CAN BE HEROES…each day

A couple of years back I saw an animated short on Youtube narrated by author, ABC news personality, and podcast 
host Dan Harris (www.tenpercent.com) In the video Harris likened the practice of mindfulness to being an actual 
super power. Our ability to choose to respond wisely rather than be carried off by our habitual reactions is on par 
with x-ray vision or shooting webs from your wrists. 

by Paul MacCormack
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BIOLOGY

Leo M. Condron
PROFESSOR OF BIOGEOCHEMISTRY,  
LINCOLN UNIVERSITY, CANTERBURY

ost people are familiar with 
the concept of biodiversity. Its 
health and functional benefits 
are derived from the presence of 
many different plant and animal 

species in an environment. Biodiversity 
‘hotspots’ support a vast variety of plant 
and animal species; an example being 
a tropical rainforest with up to 80,000 
plant, 50,000 insect, 1,500 bird, and 2,000 
mammal/amphibian species. However, the 
corresponding level of biodiversity present 
in the underlying soil environment is much 
greater than above-ground, with over 100,000 
known species of bacteria and fungi, 25,000 
species of nematodes, 40,000 species of 
mites, and 7,000 species of earthworms. 
Collectively these organisms constitute the 
soil biomass and their activities determine the 

M

enormous. One gram of soil (equivalent to 
1/5 of a teaspoon) may contain up to 1 billion 
bacteria and 10 metres of fungal hyphae 
(which play a crucial role in maintaining soil 
structure through aggregate formation), while 
the total topsoil biomass can be up to 1.5kg 
per square metre or 15 tonnes per hectare.

CLASSIFICATION BY SIZE
The various components of the soil biomass 
are classified by their relative size: 
• Microflora is made up of the smallest 

organisms − bacteria (<2µm) and fungi 
− which constitute over 90% of the total 
biomass in most soils. 

• Microfauna (10µm−0.1mm) makes up  
the remaining 10% and includes protozoa 
and nematodes. 

• Mesofauna (0.1−2mm) are mainly  
flightless insects (arthropods), such as 
mites and springtails.

• Macrofauna (2−20+mm) includes 
earthworms, termites and molluscs  
(slugs, snails).

COMPLEX FOOD WEB
The soil biomass obtains energy and nutrients 
mainly from the breakdown of organic matter 
derived from plants and animals, which 
includes dead plant material (shoots and 
roots), animal excreta (urine, dung) and 
remains of animals and other organisms. 
These materials contain energy generated 
from plant photosynthesis (i.e. the conversion 
of atmospheric carbon dioxide to sugars using 
energy obtained from sunlight), together with 
nutrients obtained primarily from the soil. 

The collective actions of the various 
components of the soil biomass ensure that the 
energy is utilised (and carbon dioxide returned 
to the atmosphere), with the nutrients being 
released for reuse by plants and animals. 

The Marvel of  

SOIL 
BIODIVERSITY

The multitude of organisms actively making  
up the soil biomass are crucial to the survival  

and growth of all plants and animals.

survival and growth of all plants and animals 
in natural and managed ecosystems.

THE MAGNITUDE
In addition to the high level of biodiversity 
found in soil, the numbers of individual 
species present and their combined size is 

Source: http://globalsoilweek.org/soilatlas-2015

TEEMING SOILS

Number of living organisms in 1 cubic metre of 
topsoil in temperate climates, logarithmic scale
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One hectare of soil contains 15 tonnes of organisms, equivalent to the 
weight of 20 cows. That is 1.5 kilograms of life per square metre of land.
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TURFBIOLOGY

The breakdown of organic matter in soil 
is mostly carried out by bacteria and fungi 
to obtain the energy and nutrients required 
for their growth and reproduction. In this 
regard they can compete with plant roots for 
available nutrients. However, bacteria and 
fungi are continually consumed (grazed) by 
microfauna, such as protozoa and nematodes, 
which release nutrients that are available 
for uptake by plant roots. The protozoa and 
nematodes are, in turn, preyed upon by other 
nematodes and insects (mites, springtails) 
which also release nutrients for plants. 

1. A grouping of Ralstonia mannitolilytica bacteria (harvested from a pure culture).  2. Red Thread Acid Agar Fungi.  
3. Protozoa.  4.  Nematode dagger.  5. Springtail juvenile.  6. Earthworm.

1 2 3

4 5 6

While these worm casts are a nuisance on 
fine turf, they are proof of worms at work, 

helping to breakdown organic matter.

Earthworms play a crucial role in 
facilitating organic matter decomposition by 
other organisms by breaking up large plant 
fragments and mixing soil (‘bioturbation’). 
Earthworms can turn over up to 70 tonnes 

of topsoil per hectare annually in temperate 
soils, compared with up to 1,000 tonnes per 
hectare in moist, tropical soils. 

The interrelated activities of the various 
component organisms of the soil biomass 
represents a complex food web which 
ensures that organic matter and nutrients are 
effectively and efficiently recycled − which is 
essential to sustain plant growth.

INFLUENCES ON ACTIVITY LEVELS
Biological activity in the soil is determined by 
a complex combination of factors. In addition 
to the obvious influence of environmental 
conditions (such as temperature and 
moisture), the quantity, availability and 
nature of organic matter, as well as nutrient 
inputs, all play a crucial role. 

The addition of nutrients in the form 
of fertilisers or manures can significantly 
increase plant (and animal) production, 
which in turn will increase organic matter 
inputs with consequent impacts on the size 
and activity of the soil biomass. 

Furthermore, the soil biomass and biological 
activity are greatest in the immediate vicinity 
(1−3mm) of live plant roots, due to the presence 
of energy-rich, soluble, carbon compounds 
(mainly carbohydrates) that continually exude 
(leak) from roots. This zone is known as the 
‘rhizosphere’ and is effectively the engine-
room of the soil-plant system. Plants provide 
readily available energy for bacteria and fungi 
which, in turn, acquire nutrients from soil 
within and outside the rhizosphere, which are 
then released as a consequence of grazing by 
protozoa and nematodes. In this way, plants 
directly manipulate and manage the activities of 

various organisms in the rhizosphere in order to 
obtain required nutrients from the soil. 

On the other hand, the rhizosphere 
also provides a habitat for organisms that 
can attack and harm plants (pathogens), 
including various species of bacteria, fungi 
and nematodes. In the absence of available 
organic matter (e.g. outside of the rhizosphere 
or at lower depth) and under cold and/or 
dry conditions, bacteria and fungi (and the 
other dependent organisms) cannot grow 
and effectively hibernate until organic matter 
becomes available and/or environmental 
conditions improve. 

SOURCE OF HEALTH DISCOVERIES
For bacteria and fungi, in particular, the soil 
is very competitive environment, especially 
in the rhizosphere. Many of these organisms 
have developed means of suppressing the 
activity of competitors. Accordingly a number 
of antibiotics used in human and veterinary 
medicine have been discovered in soil, 
including streptomycin and vancomycin. 
Consequently, the soil is seen as an important 
source in the search for new antibiotics to 
counter drug-resistant bacteria.  

Links:
Soil Biodiversity: http://esdac.jrc.ec.europa.eu/content/global-
soil-biodiversity-atlas 
Soils are Living: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Qas9tPQKd8w
Worms at work (bioturbation): https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=n3wsUYg3XV0
Decomposition: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8SGnQkI3-rE
Soil and Antibiotics: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/
newsletter/soilmedicine.htm
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/new-
antibiotic-dirt-soil-can-kill-drug-resistant-bacteria-180953828/
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With the 2020 season off to a bit of a strange start, maximizing the efficiency of your chemical control program is 
paramount. When deciding what chemical to use, it is important to know and understand the way that product 
interacts with the plant once it is applied. By taking this into account, you can be sure that the product applied is 
working where it should to combat disease pressure and give you the best chance for success.

CONTACT

Contact fungicides adhere to the surface of the plant and are immobile once they have attached and dried to the 
leaf and thatch. They are removed as the plant grows and the leaf blade is removed. On putting greens for example, 
as the clippings are collected, the product is removed with it. This is the main reason these products generally come 
with a 7 to 14 day label recommendation. Including contact fungicides in chemical control programs is important 
because they are usually multi-site inhibitors, which helps in delaying fungicide resistance from other products. 

• Recommended Water Volume: Approximately applied in 4-8 liters per 100m2 or 1-2 gallons per 1000ft2.

• Contact Examples: Chlorothalonil, Fluazinam.

LOCAL PENETRANT

This type of chemistry moves through leaf tissue and into the plant once it contacts the surface. Once inside the 
plant, it generally remains in the area it entered. Some local penetrants have the ability to move through the leaf to 
the opposite side of the leaf blade. This type of movement is known as “translaminar”. Local penetrants are capable 
of curative control of pre-existing outbreaks. 

• Recommended Water Volume: Approximately applied in 4-8 liters per 100m2 or 1-2 gallons per 1000ft2.

• Local Penetrant Examples: Trilfloxystrobin, Fludioxonil, Iprodione, Pyraclostrobin, Polyoxin D.

Understanding Chemical 
Movement in Turf
By Callum Haughn, Halifax Seed Company
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ACROPETAL SYSTEMIC

A penetrant that enters through the leaf surface or roots and then moves in the plant via the xylem, which is the 
water transport system that travels towards the leaf tip. Essentially, the farther down the plant the product reaches 
during application, the more of the plant is protected as the product then travels towards the leaf tip.

• Recommended Water Volume: Approximately applied in 4-12 liters per 100m2 or 1-3 gallons per 1000ft2.

• Acropetal Penetrant Examples: Azoxystrobin, Tebuconazole, Triticonazole, Fluoxastrobin, Boscalid, Fluopyram, 
Propiconazole, Thiophanate-Methyl. 

TRUE SYSTEMIC

A true systemic fungicide is one that moves throughout the entire plant, via the xylem and phloem. Currently the 
only products that are capable of this type of movement are phosphonic acids, often referred to as phosphites. 

• Recommended Water Volume: Approximately applied in 4-8 liters per 100m2 or 1-2 gallons per 1000ft2.

• True Systemic Examples: Fosetyl Aluminum, Phosphonic Acids.

In conclusion, by considering how a fungicide interacts with the plant you can help maximize your chemical control 
program to ensure that each budget dollar spent on plant protection is working for you and your turf. When 
considering the different modes of transportation, you can then begin to focus on things like carrier volume, droplet 
size and overall application methods. Chemical control can be costly, make the most of it! 

Safety. Quality. Capability. These traits define a fleets value for  
golf courses everywhere. Ventrac is designed to maximize value  

and set the benchmark in these performance categories. 
  

The Toro company has completed its acquisition of privately-held Venture 
Products Inc., the manufacturer of Ventrac branded products.  Ventrac is a 
leading manufacturer of articulating turf, landscaping, and snow and ice 
management equipment for the golf, grounds, landscape contractor and rural 
acreage markets. Veseys Equipment is excited to be representing this innovative, 
versatile and respected brand. Ventrac fits well into Vesey’s other turf 
management lines and provides another solution to assist our customers.

Ventrac 4500 with 
Contour Mower

Ventrac 4500 with 
Contour Deck

Ventrac 4500 with 
Turbine Blower

Ventrac’s design and patented controls make 
it stable and safer on steep slopes and 
challenging terrain. Ventrac’s specialized 
attachments are engineered to perform 
individual tasks. The system results in 
unmistakable advantages both on paper and 
where it matters the most; on your course.

1-866-455-8873 
www.veseysequipment.com

  MARKET FARM
EQUIPMENT LTD.
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What advice would you give 
someone about being a golf 
course superintendent? 

The comedian in me would tell 
you to come to work hungry every 
day. Reason being is you’re going 
to get served up a big bowl of 
you know what and when you’re 
done with that bowl, guess what? 
There’s another one waiting for 
you! All joking aside I’d say attach 
yourself to strong leaders who you 
can watch day in and day out and 
then emulate. Attitude reflects 
leadership in all facets of life.

What are some of the best parts 
of living on PEI? 

I love the water, the beach, and 
great golf. PEI checks all the boxes. 
When it comes to fishing you can 

charter a deep sea fishing boat for 
the morning and in the afternoon 
put the waders on and do some 
fly or bobber fishing. Or sub out 
one of those two and play 18 
holes and never drive more than 
an hour or so. I love the idea of 
that lifestyle. Although prices have 
risen and availability has dwindled 
the housing market was very 
enticing to my wife and I when the 
prospect of moving back to PEI 
was being considered. There are 
great local restaurants not only 
in Charlottetown, but scattered 
throughout the province. When you 
stumble upon one you can’t wait 
to go back. I believe Prince Edward 
Island is going to be a great place to 
raise our family.

If you could play one course 

anywhere in the world, what 
course would it be? Why?

The Legends Golf Course, South 
Africa. I want a piece of the extreme 
19. Youtube it.

Who is your favorite 
professional golfer? Why? 

Tough to say just one. I’m 33 years 
old so I started playing right when 
TIGERMANIA was at its peak. I was 
happy for him to get another green 
jacket last year as he’s starting to 
show more emotion and admitting 
yes, he is human. Also a fan of Phil 
because he’s so crafty and creative 
when he misses the green. I can 
really relate to that. I’ve always 
liked Sergio and was so happy for 
him back in 2017 getting his jacket. 
I think Rickie Fowler is on a very 

BEHIND THE GRASS
aN AGSA Superintendent Profile

GRAHAM WIEJA, Andersons Creek Golf Club
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similar career trajectory as Sergio. 
Always hanging around but never 
going to get that major. Sergio 
did it later than expected. I think 
Fowler will too. I’m going to dig a 
little deeper though and say Rocco 
Mediate. Just about as blue collar 
as you can get on the tour at the 
time. Hits a nasty, uncontrollable 
draw that I too am plagued with. 
He hung in the 2008 US Open 
against Tiger on the biggest stage 
imaginable. Cool as a cucumber 
and you could tell the dude is just 
having fun out there. Before the 
match he was interviewed and 
said “ I’m up against the best in the 
world you want to see what you 
got. Everybody’s expecting me to 
not win but I can’t wait to see what 
I do.” That’s the guy I want in my 
corner, and on my team.

Tell us about Anderson Creek 
Golf Club? 

The Creek is owned and operated 
by Island Coastal Services golf 
division (ICS). It was built in the 
early 2000s and designed by 
Graham Cooke. 5 sets of tees 
ranging from 5414 to 6618 yards. 
It is an 18 hole par 72 public 
facility with over 500 members. 
It is popular for tourism with stay 
and play packages associated with 
the other Cavendish courses. The 
driving range is irons only and 
there are two practice greens. 
The clubhouse offers grab and go 
style food. The beer is the most 
popular item on the menu. The 
property is 150 acres, about 110 
maintained. 8 acres of greens and 
tees predominantly bent/poa. 
Approximately 25 acres of fairways 
that are a mix of bent/poa/blue/
fescue. Over 60 bunkers of various 
sizes with a handful of ponds. The 
pond for irrigation is located on the 

10th hole and is filled with a few 
wells on the property. 2 electric 
motors/pumps do the heavy lifting 
with a small jockey pump used to 
maintain the resting pressure of 
120 psi. Decoder communication 
with Stratus 2 as central control. 
The freedom handheld radio is 
an amazing asset. Equipment is 
owned and a mix of brand new to 
relic status. 2 JD 2500e triplexes, 
1 JD bunker bike, two greenspro 
rollers (1200 and 1260), one 3555-
d, multi-pro 1750, 648 aerator, 
turbine blower, toro workman 
dedicated propass 200 topdresser, 
a couple tractors, bobcat skidsteer, 
a progressive rough mower, 
sidewinder, and a half dozen utility 
vehicles round out our fleet.

If you could meet anyone in the 
world, who would it be? Why? 

My grandmother on my father’s 
side. Never really got a chance to.

What do you enjoy most about 
being a member of the AGSA? 

The leadership. There are countless 
examples but the one jumping 
off the page to me is the current 
Pandemic. From the Executive 
Director, President, past President, 
to the members that make up the 
board. The strong leadership has 
guided a lot of managers through 
uncertainty and trying times. Even 
though you’re out there solo on the 
course, I feel like I’m never alone. 
Even though I don’t know a lot ( 
or most) of the members of the 
AGSA if I have a problem I know 
I can pick up the phone and call 
someone who has dealt with it or 
knows someone who has. That’s 
an invaluable resource. I think that 
a strong network is a direct result 
of the hard work and dedication 

put forth by the above mentioned 
positions. That’s leadership at its 
finest when we need it the most.

What are the biggest challenges 
with maintaining Andersons 
Creek Golf Club? 

The Creek is a very exposed piece of 
property on the north shore of PEI. 
Water retention, evapotranspiration 
and the subsequent LDS that 
results is a challenge. I think it’s a 
property that once the snow melts 
it’s time to start watering. Speaking 
of which, the irrigation dare I say 
irritation system can make you 
laugh. Or cry but only when no one 
is around. A lot of digging. Finally, 
soil temperatures in the spring 
combined with a lot of early season 
play. Andersons Creek does not 
really come alive until early June 
for growth. We do a lot of rounds 
before you get any signs of life on 
the greens and of course if you’ve 
got winter damage that is not a 
recipe for success. The one thing 
that is the saving grace is very large 
putting surfaces. We keep the pins 
moving and do our best until we 
get some suitable growing temps.

Could you tell us about your 
family? 

We are Buffalo Bills fans! I grew up 
in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario and 
my wife grew up in Cambridge, 
Ontario. We love to golf. We love 
the beach, the water and would 
love to have a small boat to spend 
the summer afternoons out on the 
water. Our first son, Jack is 2 years 
old and we’re expecting our second 
son what feels like any day now 
but likely the beginning of August. 
Our boys and my wife are my world 
and I would do anything for them. 
We used to have two dogs, Chief a 
mastador and Gus a lab retriever. 
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Unfortunately we only have Gus 
now, who is 8 years old and loves 
coming to the Creek everyday. We 
do not have a goose problem at the 
Creek.

What do you like to do when you 
are not working? 

I love golf, fishing, watching my 
Buffalo Bills get slaughtered by 
functional teams (but maybe it’s 
our time now). I used to play a lot 
of hockey when I was younger. 
In leagues growing up and then 
pickup once I was out of school. I’m 
looking forward to competing this 
fall in my first season of Old timer’s 
hockey. Old timer’s hockey, wow 
that just set in. I’m excited to take 
my son(s) out on the course and 
teach them the great game of golf 
with my wife. The perfect foursome, 
sorry Gus. I’m currently in the 
process of sourcing, then building 
a golf simulator for my son Jack. 
He loves to watch old tournaments 
with me that I play on youtube. 
It’s amazing watching him already 
swing a club. I can already tell the 
kid’s going to hit a butter fade not 
like his dumb Dad who still thinks 
he can contain his draw. I’m really 
into fantasy football and sports 
analytics.

What made you choose 
professional turf management 
as your career? 

I started caddying at the Sault Ste. 
Marie Golf and Country Club when I 
was 13. When I was 16 I got my first 
job on the driving range running 
the picker and shagging balls. 
The next year they put me on the 
grounds crew and I never looked 
back. I did my post-secondary 
education at Niagara College 
(Professional Golf Management-
Business Administration) and 
then at the University of Guelph 
(Turfgrass Management). I worked 
as an Assistant Superintendent in 
Guelph and Waterloo for 7 years 
before taking the assistants position 
at the Creek in 2017. For nearly 20 
years now the golf industry has 
been my life. I love the subjectivity 
of the job. Every golf course is a 
snowflake in the sense that they’re 
all different. I really enjoy listening 
to other Superintendents talk about 
how they make their sausage. I love 
working in the elements, running 
equipment, and the landscaping 
element to the gig as much as I love 
the business side of it. I can’t see 
myself doing anything else.

If you weren’t a golf course 
superintendent, what would you 
be? 

When I was younger my parents 
watched a lot of Law and Order 
and those types of shows. I always 
thought I would be an excellent 
juror. I believed I could always 
tell who was guilty and to what 
degree. Obviously that didn’t pan 
out for me. I really don’t want to 
think about a career outside of this 
one. I would miss it so much. Can 
I cop out and say a sod farmer? I 
would love to own and operate 
a bentgrass farm. To be honest 

though, there were moments in my 
life when I was doubting my future 
in this industry. I think I would bite 
the bullet and go back to trades 
school for plumbing. Lots of work in 
that industry and with a golf course 
background I feel like there are a lot 
of similarities.

Can you give us a look into the 
management of the greens at 
Anderson Creek? 

They are large sand based greens 
with a very manageable thatch 
layer. Much to the chagrin of our 
mechanic I like to spread sand. The 
bent doesn’t really come alive until 
mid June so I like to use a plant 
protectant and chelated iron to 
give them green colour without 
promoting a lot of growth. The 
only thing that will grow in them 
until mid June is poa. If we tarped 
and went temporaries we could 
germinate some seed but with the 
vicious winds and inhospitable soil 
temperatures it’s no bueno. If I was 
desperate to fill them I wouldn’t 
hesitate to put down lots of N and 
water, water, water. To me that’s a 
patch, not a recipe for sustainable 
success. We punted the core 
aeration process of late fall and 
went with several rounds of solid 
tining in September and October. 
I liked the results. If I were to core 
aerate them, I would do so in the 
first to second week of August. 
Maybe I should rephrase that - If 
I were allowed to core aerate the 
greens in the first week of August 
I would do so. Reason being is the 
poa is pooched at that time. It’s 
listless and is the perfect time to 
promote bentgrass growth with 
ample time to heal up and be full 
going into the winter. Other than 
that what more can I tell you? 
We roll a lot. We have two toro 
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rollers that do an excellent job as well as a set of 
vibratory rollers that are handy for knocking off 
dew quickly when there’s not much growth. We 
don’t get too aggressive with our height of cut. 
We don’t have interns or anyone who wants to 
stand over the greens with a hose until the heat 
breaks at 6 p.m. I am playing around with different 
N sources still trying to figure out a program for 
sustained success but I do have a product I go to 
when I need performance.

Tell us about your staff? 

We’re a lean mean fighting machine this year. 
Seriously- our youngest employee is training to 
cage fight. Nicest kid I’ve ever met. We have a 
mechanic, and 5 staff. One of those five strictly 
runs the sidewinder around greens,tees, and 
bunkers 40 hours a week. The other four are 
soldiers. They’re ready to go when called upon 
with whatever job task is assigned to them. Any 
and all success we have this year will be because 
of them. Thank you Alan, Clay, Guy, Leigh, Rob, 
and Wally. I’d be remiss to not mention Phyllis. She 
does the gardening for all three ICS properties 
here on the island on top of a plethora of other 
things asked of her. Thank you Phyllis.

Who has had the biggest impact on your 
career? 

My wife and my parents. Undying support even in 
the toughest times.

What is your favourite book? 

I love to read buffalorumblings.com, si.com/nfl, 
profootballtalk.com, tsn.ca, as well as some turf/
golf related websites. Millennials eh.
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FLEXIBLE 
DOLLAR SPOT 

DEFENCE 

Kabuto, a 4th generation SDHI fungicide, offers some of the latest 
technology in Dollar spot protection. A solo active ingredient with 
both preventative and curative properties makes Kabuto an 
extremely flexible Dollar spot fungicide. Applied alone or as part of 
a tank mix in spring, summer or fall, Kabuto provides a cost effective 
solution for managing Dollar spot, resistance and your budget. Now 
that’s flexible! 

™ 

KABUTO is a trademark of Ishihara Sangyo Kaisha Ltd. 

www.belchimcanada.com 

 

 

ACTIVATE  
TURF & BUDGET 

DEFENCE 

™ 

PHOSTROL is a trademark of Belchim Crop Protection Canada 

Stimulate your plant’s natural defence and protect your turf with 
Phostrol. Phostrol is a highly systemic and unique phosphite 
fungicide that protects against Anthracnose and Pythium blight. 
Phostrol works through systemic acquired resistance (SAR), and has 
direct fungicidal activity on Pythium blight. Phostrol is significantly 
more cost effective than similar fungicides and a great way to 
activate your budget defence.  

www.belchimcanada.com 
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If, after topdressing, you still have an issue, start with the process of elimination. If you see the issue is on one reel, 
move the reels around on the machine and see if the problem goes with the reel or stays in the same spot on the 
machine. When trying to eliminate the problem you treat it like an electrical issue. Start at one spot and work through 
it. I would even get a pad and take notes of what you have tried. 

Always start with the simple stuff (contact,HOC,Squareness). You might have to get into HOC brackets, rollers, etc. 
Sometimes when you get going at that stuff and trying to switch parts from one reel to another you can lose track of 
what you have done. Toro has some great literature on Toro.com . This is great info, but don’t over complicate things .

Service Tips
• As we head into the hot summer months it is important to keep our rads blown out and fan belts tight. Here at 

Brudenell/Dundarave I leave an air hose and a blow gun with a long nozzle on it for the operators to clean out 
their rads . Clean rads and tight belts this time of year can save you a lot of service calls.

• Keep a close eye on your air filters this time of year. Rough mowers especially love to suck up the dry clippings.

• Make sure you keep the water in the rental car batteries topped up this time of year.

Hope everyone has a decent summer in these difficult times.

Stay safe and healthy,
 

Jamie Matheson 
Head Mechanic 
Brudenell River / Dundarave golf courses

Leave The Ghost Hunting 
For Ghostbusters

Last week we had a new operator start cutting greens at Brudenell with a triplex . He is 
new to golf and keen to learn. He spent a lot of time the first couple of weeks looking 
at his cut. He thought there was an issue with the setup of the mower. This brought 
me back to my early days as a turf mechanic. I took him in and showed him how to 
set the machines up; right down to checking to see if the reel was square. He then 
said something that reminded me of what I used to do myself. He said on a few passes 
the cut looked off. I explained if it is only a couple or a few passes it isn't the machine 
that is at fault . When the cut is off a lot of people are pretty quick to jump right to the 
equipment; but, how many times have you had trouble with the cut looking off before 
topdressing then after topdressing the problem disappears? Sometimes if the greens 
get wet the cut will look off, sometimes it's thatch or other issues.





ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.  
Bayer, the Bayer Cross and Dedicate Stressgard are trademarks of Bayer. 69600-15/20

When you’re looking for ways to keep your greens and fairways protected over winter, 
Bayer is ready with innovative new solutions. Our recently introduced Dedicate® 
Stressgard® fungicide features low environmental loading and variable application 
rates for powerful protection against all major snow moulds in Canada — making it 
ideal for your end-of-season winter preparation. 

es.bayer.ca        @BayerGolfCA      1-888-283-6847

We’ll meet you there
with powerful snow 
    mould protection


