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Thank	you	to	all	of	our	clients	for	your	support	and	business	during	the	2017	season.	This	past	year	
started	of	slow	on	the	weather	front	but	offered	a	great	summer	and	late	fall	season	for	all	of	Atlantic	
Canada.		Here	is	hoping	our	spring	startups	will	be	smooth	and	trouble	free.		

Rain	Bird	has	re-introduced	the	500	series	Golf	Sprinkler,	this	sprinkler	which	operates	in	the	same	case	
as	the	700	series	and	is	interchangeable,	offers	smaller	volumes	and	shorter	distances	of	throw.	The	unit	
had	been	very	popular	with	clients	looking	to	irrigate	smaller	tee	decks	or	greens	while	offering	the	
same	high	level	performance	and	reliability	as	its	bigger	cousins.		Just	like	the	big	cousins	it	will	come	in	
a	block	style,	electric	style	and	SAM/hydraulic	style.		

Also	from	Rain	Bird	for	2018	is	the	new	pilot	valve	used	in	the	900	series	head.		This	change	is	a	result	of	
added	improvements	to	the	existing	valve	design.	The	major	visual	for	the	end	user	is	the	new	bonnet	
design.	With	this	change	also	comes	a	change	in	the	design	of	the	insertion	tool	for	the	900	heads.	The	
new	insertion	tool	is	designed	to	handle	both	old	and	new	style	valves.	However	the	old	style	tool	will	
not	work	with	the	new	valves.		But	there	is	a	great	solution	for	this	minor	problem,	if	you	give	us	all	
your	old	tools	we	will	exchange	them	at	no	charge	for	new	ones.	This	is	a	straight	forward	1	for	1	
exchange.					If	there	are	questions	just	contact	your	favorite	Irri	Plus	employee.	

Lastly	on	the	Rain	Bird	front	there	are	rumors	about	some	new	products	that	should	be	announced	for	
mid-season.		

Last	season	we	worked	with	a	new	supplier	called	Arbourdale,	which	offers	a	varied	line	of	products	to	
control	algae	along	with	related	odors	in	ponds,	lagoons,	water	holes,	tanks,	and	even	drinking	water	for	
animals.		Their	products	are	all	natural,	offer	quick	easy	results	and	come	in	various	sizes	for	ease	of	
application.		The	clients	that	used	these	products	were	well	pleased	with	the	results	and	cost	
effectiveness.		

Since	our	addition	of	the	Mueller	Valve	line	we	have	received	constant	and	positive	feedback	on	these	
high	end	valves.		Their	long	term	warranty,	superior	construction,	designed	and	built	in	North	America,	
with	Canadian	warehousing	and	availability	of	parts	have	proven	to	be	a	great	success.			

Thank	you	to	Jim	Nix	for	his	strong	support	during	his	first	season	as	the	Executive	Director			

We	look	forward	to	seeing	everyone	either	in	February	or	at	their	home	course.		

Best	wishes	for	a	great	2018	season,		

Michelle,	Barbara,	and	Barry	
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editor’s message Mark Perry 
Head Superintendent
Rustico Resort Golf & Tennis Club

It is with great pleasure that i have the opportunity to write 
my first “From The Editor”, column for the Turf News. I would 
like to thank Callum Haughn for his efforts over the last cou-
ple of years with the Turf News. Callum’s perspective on the 
entire turf industry always gave our members something dif-
ferent to learn about with each issue.

My hope is to continue to offer our members the wide 
ranging type of stories that have been introduced. We have 
graciously learned many a lesson from our regular contribu-
tors, Paul MacCormack- The Mindful Superintendent, Jamie 
Matheson-Mechanics Corner and Barry Stone- The Irrigation 
Guru. I am happy to say that Paul, Jamie and Barry have all 
graciously offered to pen some more helpful stories for 2018.

I have also taken the opportunity to add a couple of new 
segments to the magazine. Turf Hacks will be a small intro-
duction to ingenious ideas that have come forward (via social 
media) from our fellow turf industry professionals. The other 

new segment is Q & A. Periodically we will highlight a topic 
and gain some perspective on that topic from 3-4 partici-
pants. We have many members with knowledge and exper-
tise on so many things. We will give them an opportunity to 
give some answers to some solid industry questions.

I want to remind all members that this is your magazine and 
I encourage you to come forward about your own personal 
successes. Even better, share the story of your turf team and 
their achievements. If you don’t want to write the story, may-
be send along some pictures and follow it up with a phone. 
Surely between two heads we can pull together an article 
worth reading. I hope to see you all at the AGSA show and 
hope you have a restful winter and a low stress spring.

Cheers,

Mark Perry
Turf News Editor
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We would like to begin with a large THANK YOU from our whole team at Nova Turf for 
your continued support in 2107!  Understanding that there is choice in the market place, 
we are continually striving to ensure that our customer service, educational experiences and 
product selection are industry leading for Golf Course Superintendents and Professional 
Turfgrass managers in Atlantic Canada.   
 
Some highlights of 2017 included: 

 Dr. Frank Rossi Educational Experience – We were very excited to host Dr. Rossi 
for a very interactive and educational day at New Ashburn Golf course in July.  Dr. 
Rossi delivered new and exciting information about Civitas and how it can have a 
place on your property. 

 OARS PS and PBS150 – These two products from Aqua-Aid, whether used as a 
stand-alone application or as a tank-mix partner, allowed superintendents to “dial-
in” their water management program to maintain ideal water saturation levels in all 
weather conditions. 

 Enviro-Sol and Nutrite Fertilizers – With the ability to provide custom blends for 
your specific needs, these two industry leaders have a long history of providing 
exceptional quality in the bag and delivering the results that professionals have 
come to expect. 

For more information on these products along with all of the great offerings from our 
industry leading suppliers, please stop by our booths at the 2018 AGSA Conference. 
 
From all of us at Nova Turf, we look forward to seeing you in Moncton and working with 
you in 2018! 
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president’s report Caralynn Cullen
Truro Golf Club

Just want to start off by wishing a Happy New Year to 
all of our AGSA members and colleagues in the golf 
industry!

For some, the beginning of the New Year is the time to reflect 
and look back on challenges we endured and hope we never 
encounter again, goals that may or may not have been met 
and making plans for new ones for the upcoming season.  
With our job comes a lot of criticism, sometimes feeling we 
are always under a microscope and some days not knowing 
which end is up.  It’s really important to take time for yourself, 
to relax and enjoy other hobbies and not feel you have to 
think about the golfer and playability every other hour.   For 
me time goes by so quick and before long I will be organizing 
our clubs Spring work bee and everyone will be asking “when 
are we opening, so and so is open” lol.

As February 20th draws closer, please take the time to go 
through and fill out the registration packages that have been 
sent out for this year’s ATRF Conference at Casino NB. The 
speakers program looks fantastic! Thanks to the entire AGSA 
board, Sue Crawford and our Executive Director Jim Nix for 

all their hard work and effort directed towards creating an 
outstanding 3 day event.   Thank you to all the suppliers 
for your ongoing support, this issue of the Turf News is 
more directed to the suppliers and to all the hard working 
individuals that provide us with much needed product and 
support.  

A reminder to all members, The Canadian Golf Course 
Management Conference will be in Quebec City from February 
26th to March 1st.  It looks to be another great show with Pre-
Conference Workshops in Leadership and Turf Management.  
Our very own Kendall Costain, Superintendent of Westfield 
Golf & Country Club will be stepping in as President of 
Canadian Golf Superintendents Association, so for those who 
want to attend and show their support,  plus take part  in 
some education sessions,  please visit www.golfsupers.com 
for more information. 

See everyone in Moncton,

Caralynn

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
to	our	valued	golf	course	superintendents!		

	
We’d	like	to	take	this	moment	to	thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	serve	you.	We	are	confident	that	2018	will	
be	prosperous	for	everyone.	This	winter	has	been	all	about	educating	ourselves	and	understanding	the	
changing	practices	in	the	turf	grass	industry.	As	we	“swing”	into	a	new	year,	our	team	has	been	working	hard	
to	prepare	for	the	new	season	so	that	we	are	able	to	handle	your	requests	in	a	timely	and	professional	
manner.	As	always	our	goal	is	to	focus	on	you-	the	customer.  
 
Stuart	&	Amanda	Gillies		 	
1-800-565-TURF		

	
Find	us	at	AGSA	Trade	Show	-	Booth	#42-43.		 	
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Getting more green  
from every gallon.
That’s intelligent.

Visit rainbird.com/DefendYourTurf to see 
how top courses like Old Marsh Golf Club 

are saving more water with Rain Bird.

Follow us @RainBirdGolf 

Rain Bird innovation helps Old Marsh Golf Club conserve more water. 
Carved into the Florida wetlands, this coveted club uses Rain Bird irrigation to 

preserve a limited water source. Diverse rotor and nozzle options give them 

precision in both large and small areas—distributing water exactly where they 

need it. Cirrus™ Central Control with Rain Watch™ mobile control helps optimize 

water use, giving them the power to defend their turf—and water.  
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Irrigation Corner
by Barry K Stone CGIA

Welcome to another new year as we review the 
successes of the past season and develop our 
goals and desires for the new season.

As this article is being typed Environment 
Canada has just posted the first snowfall warning 
of the season for the Greater Halifax Area. 
December set a record, for the least amount of 
snow in the last 60 plus years in Halifax. Flash 
floods, washouts and mud slides in many parts 
of Atlantic Canada during January, coupled 
with record winds and destruction of property, 
certainly says loud and clear how are weather is 
changing.

What this means for the irrigation world is a big 
unknown, but one thing is very clear. We need to 
expect the unexpected and expect it to happen 
regularly as our climate continues to change.  
With these thoughts in mind what can we do 
to help prepare for some of these major storm 
events in relationship to our irrigation system?
In terms of physical infrastructure here is a list 
of some of the items that should be reviewed 
yearly;

Trees and limbs that could damage satellites, 
pump-houses or power lines

Leaning satellites and non-latching covers 
and side panels are problems waiting to 
happen

Hatchways on pump-houses are they 
properly and securely fasten 

Could your pump-house flood in a major 
winter or summer rain event

Are all damageable components above the 
highest unexpected water event this applies 
to both pump equipment and central control 
equipment in all locations

What if any pre-cautions are in place to alert 
personal if there is a winter damage event
Are there open trenches or repairs that could 
become damaged leading to major erosion 
Sprinkler heads that could be damaged 
during snow removal ( don’t laugh it 
happens)

Are older pump-houses structural sound 
to with stand wind and snow loads, the 
contents of most pump-houses exceeds 
by 4 to 12 times the cost of the building so 
keeping the building in excellent condition 
is money well spent

Are there any periodic checks done on the 
pump-houses during the off season and are 
all heating units functioning properly
Are sites with antenna towers or elevated 
antennas safe from trees and flying debris

Surplus pipe is it safe from blowing dust and 
debris that will not be noticed until after it 
has been installed and create blockages

The above list sounds like just common sense 
items but over the year’s calls about blown 
off hatches, flooded pump-houses, damaged 
satellites and damaged items in pump-houses 
have been fairly common. So with more 
aggressive winter and summer weather a 
friendly reminder might be helpful.

Hope the rest of the winter is uneventful and 
everyone can make a safe voyage to the AGSA 
Conference and Trade Show in Moncton in 
February.

Barry K Stone CGIA
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We are well into the New Year and hopefully most of the resolution hoopla has 
passed us over until next year. It seems that the resolution craze has simply 
become yet another made up holiday that marketers and advertisers use to sell 
us things that we just don’t need. They know that if every news outlet runs a 
story about how we all need to be better at being us, then they most assuredly 
have the product or service that will help us achieve our goals. 

That’s not to say that there are not things that require a bit of rearranging. Need 
to eat a bit better? Yep. Need to walk or exercise a wee bit more? Yep. Bit more 
sleep? Yep. Need a gentle reminder to be more mindful in daily life? Check 
mate. The funny thing is though, these things really never change. There are 
times in our lives when a few or all of these cylinders are firing, and just as often 
there are times when they are not. But one of the key realizations is that, quite 
simply, that’s okay. 

If we always start with the notion that life would be so much better if I could 
only…make more money, lose weight, get more sleep, become a better 
superintendent…then we start from a place of deficiency. We are going on the 
assumption that we are inherently flawed and that we need fixing. What if we 
started instead with the idea that, I’m actually okay just as is? It doesn’t mean 
that we don’t set goals and work to make certain areas of our lives better. No, it 
simply means that we do so with compassion as opposed to shame and blame. 

For me personally, I have decided to place more intention on sharing the ‘the 
mindful superintendent’ philosophy with a wider audience. I have enjoyed 
writing and interacting with the Turfnet over the past few years and with the 
gentle prodding of some close friends, I have decided that it’s time to start 
speaking to a wider audience. How it all unfolds at this point is still a bit of a 
mystery, but the first leg of the journey will begin in San Antonio at the 2018 
GIS Show. 

I am truly humbled and beyond excited to share with you that I, along with 
Chris Tritabaugh, will be giving a 4 hour seminar that will share Chris’s unique 
leadership insights and my philosophy of mindful living. We are definitely 
looking forward to sharing and interacting with as many as you as possible, and 
this seminar promises to be quite different from what you might be used to. 

My sincere hope is that this talk will become the first of many to come. Not 
because I am such a fantastic speaker (I’m actually not too shabby), but more so 
because I believe it’s a message that all Superintendents need to hear. Our jobs 
are not getting any easier, and it will be up to us to chart a sustainable course 
for ourselves moving forward. 
  
I am also in the development stages of putting together a truly unique, retreat 
style opportunity for Superintendents. The event would be intimate in scale, 
and focused on developing wellness and a mindful outlook on life. The hope 
is to host the first one this year (Fall 2018) and then move on from there. Stay 
tuned with this one, I will share more details as they emerge. 

Thanks so much for reading and I hope to meet a lot of you in Texas! 
#beerandpretzels

th
e 

vi
ew
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TURF HACKS

MULTI-HITCH BRACKET 
A simple welding of some flat stock on the bottom side of this trailer hitch 
makes this vehicle able and ready to haul numerous trailer set-ups. Attach a 
Pin with a couple of zip ties and you never have to look for a pin again.

SPRAY TANK CLEANER 
Does your spray tank need a fresh spring-time cleaning? Maybe break out this 

combination and with some elbow grease and some patience, your sprayer 
could look like new again. Careful to not get this inside the tank, may not be 

the best for the grass.

 
 
 
 

Here are a couple of great ideas you may 
be able to use in your turf operation. 
Thanks to our friends on social media for 
sharing these useful tips.
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Products Canada Limited

@TurfCareProdCAJoin the conversation:

We Stock a Large Inventory of Irrigation Products. 
Order parts & supplies for next day delivery in most areas. 

Helping your business GROW.
Exclusive Toro Distributor for Eastern Canada

For more information on products & services, please contact:
Jeremy Phillips, Sales & Service Representative
p: 416-347-4601 or 1-800-561-8873   |   e: jeremyp@turfcare.ca

Visit: turfcare.ca/golf-irrigation

INFINITY Series Golf Sprinklers
Engineered for today’s challenges. Designed for 
tomorrow’s technologies.

Call: 1 800-561-TURF (8873) x7502   |   Email: golfirrigationorders@turfcare.ca

Toro’s New Satellite Line-up

OSMAC® G3

     LYNX® SMART SATELLITE
& LYNX® CENTRAL CONTROLElectric & Radio Hydraulic  

Satellites Available



Products Canada Limited
Helping your business GROW.

Boasting the lowest decibel output of any gas car, and featuring the industry’s first-ever 
independent rear suspension on a golf car, this unprecedented combination ensures your 
players experience a luxuriously quiet ride. At 45 MPG and less hydrocarbon emissions than the 
competition, we think you’ll agree that choosing QuieTech EFI is the most sound business decision 
you could make for your golf course!

yamahagolfcar.com

Contact your local Turf Care representative to find out 
more about purchase and lease opportunities: 
  
Nova Scotia & Newfoundland - Rafuse Golf Cars: 902-825-6582
Ontario & Quebec - Turf Care Products Canada: 1-800-561-8873 
New Brunswick & P.E.I. - Atlantic Golf Equipment Services Ltd.: 506-855-8129

A gas car that is ALMOST AS QUIET as an ELECTRIC.

  The new QuieTech EFI combines the quietness of  
electric with the profitability & dependability of gas.

@TurfCareProdCAJoin the conversation: Visit: turfcare.ca/golf-cars
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Halifax Seed would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone to 2018! A new year is always met with 
much anticipation and excitement, and 2018 is most certainly shaping up to be just that kind of year. As Hali-
fax Seed continues to adapt to the ever changing horticultural environment in Atlantic Canada, we have some 
exciting news to share with you.
 
First and foremost, we are incredibly excited to welcome Ryan Sherry to our technical turf team. Ryan joins 
Halifax Seed with over 20 years of experience working on golf courses throughout Nova Scotia. His valuable 
knowledge and experience is a great asset with our goal to be technically and agronomically sound in our 
approach to customer service. While Ryan and Callum will be working closely together to service the Atlantic 
region, Ryan’s main focus will be the New Brunswick and Newfoundland professional turf markets. With the 
addition of Ryan, this gives our technical turf team a combined 40+ years of hands on experience, and when 
you factor in the wealth of knowledge that Jeff Colwell and Vincent Dieras add to the equation, it leaves us 
extremely happy with the service and advice we are able to provide to superintendents in Atlantic Canada.

Secondly, Halifax Seed will be opening our Professional Center at our Halifax store location in 2018. As our 
product portfolio continues to grow and appeal to a wider audience, the need to ensure professionals were 
able to get products and advice quickly and efficiently was our main concern. This new office space puts all of 
our technical sales staff easily available to those visiting the store, giving customers the ability to get exactly 
what they are looking for. This area will consist of office space, a meeting area, as well as a sales counter at-
tached directly to our existing warehouse, making the pick-up of materials simple and efficient.

2017 saw us take great strides to ensure we offer everything required to outfit your entire operation. We wel-
comed CTI Tines to our portfolio, giving superintendents another option to help complete one of the most 
important processes on the golf course. We also welcomed Target Specialty Products. This partnership has al-
lowed us access to our brand of polymer coated Urea, called RPM, as well as our premium foliar fertilizer line, 
Turf Fuel. Following our first season of superintendents utilizing these products, this partnership is one we are 
very pleased with. 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the Atlantic Golf Superintendents Conference in Moncton to-
wards the end of February. Our booth will be full of information regarding all of our products, and we always 
look forward to the opportunity to say hello to everyone. Be sure to stop by our booth and see how we can help 
this upcoming season.

As we move closer to the start of the 2018 growing season, Halifax Seed wants to sincerely wish everyone a 
good start to the spring followed by a successful golf season. Our sales team are always available to address 
any questions or concerns that you may have, and we look forward to visiting you all during the season. 

Sincerely,
Halifax Seed

Turf    Landscape    Golf
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Kentville • Halifax • Middleton • Lower Onslow• New Glasgow • Antigonish 
Moncton • Sussex • Woodstock • Grand Falls • Miramichi  
Summerside • Bloomfield • Stratford 

 
 

As	we	watch	winter	grip	the	Maritimes,	we	dream	of	spring	and	golf	courses	blossoming	into	pristine	
landscapes.		In	preparation	for	this	the	staff	at	Green	Diamond	Equipment	is	busy	at	work	adding	to	the	
great	foundation	that	Reddin	Golf	&	Turf	has	built	over	the	past	19	years	in	the	golf	equipment	industry.	
Drawing	from	the	excellent	coverage	that	Green	Diamond	has	throughout	the	region,	we	aim	to	become	
your	dealer	of	choice	for	the	quality	equipment	needed	to	keep	your	operation	running	at	the	level	your	
customers	expect.			
	
Or	product	line	consists	of	John	Deere	TX	Gators	and	Pro	Gators,	2500E	hybrid	greens	mower,	8000	and	
9000	series	rough	mowers,	and	7000	and	8000	series	Fairway	Mowers.	John	Deere	has	built	a	solid	
reputation	and	become	the	supplier	of	choice	for	some	of	the	most	prestigious	courses	in	the	world.	
	
As	a	testament	to	the	quality	of	John	Deere	golf	equipment,	again,	this	year	John	Deere	retains	its	
designations	as	official	golf	course	equipment	supplier	to	the	PGA	TOUR	and	the	TPC	network,	official	
landscape	product	supplier	to	the	PGA	TOUR,	and	official	golf	course	equipment	leasing	company.	
John	Deere	equipment	is	used	at	all	TOUR-owned	TPC	facilities.	
	
Additionally,	Green	Diamond	Equipment	offers	Ventrac	tractor	and	attachments,	E-Z-GO	carts,	
Wiedenmann	aeration	equipment,	Lastec	mowers	and	Buffalo	blowers.	Financing	is	available	on	all	the	
products	with	sell	and	lease	rates	that	make	it	possible	for	operators	to	tailor	their	payments	to	match	
their	cash	flow.		

	
We	make	sure	to	maintain	a	large	supply	of	parts,	and	have	access	to	an	additional	network	of	parts,	
which	means	no	downtime	for	you.		Customers	can	source	golf	parts	from	all	our	14	locations,	and	can	
schedule	a	repair	or	obtain	technical	assistance	by	calling	Harold	Larter	toll	free	at	1-877-757-GOLF	
(4653).	Harold	will	diagnose	the	repair	needed	and	direct	one	of	our	technicians.	Should	the	repair	
require	a	more	technical	visit	our	Factory	Trained	Technician,	Nick	Mallet,	can	be	on	site	immediately.	
	
On	behalf	of	all	of	us	here	at	Green	Diamond	Equipment,	we	wish	everyone	a	great	season	ahead	with	
great	weather	and	full	tee-sheets.	
	
Please	contact	the	rep	in	your	area	for	information	on	any	of	our	products	or	services.	
	

• Bryson	Parsons	–	Metro	Halifax	&	South	Shore	(902)	240-0107	
• Shane	Decoste	–	Antigonish	&	Cape	Breton	(902)	867-6671	
• Mark	MacLellan	–	Northumberland	Shore,	Truro	&	NL	(902)	662-1409	
• Carl	Hayes	–	Annapolis	Valley,	Yarmouth	&	Acadian	Shores	(902)	690-2545	
• Dani	Wheaton	–	Moncton	&	South	East	NB	(506)	388-6504	
• John	Smidt	–	Sussex,	Saint	John	Southwest	(506)	432-4363	
• Roy	Thomas	–	Fredericton	&	North	West	(506)	325-5357	
• Nick	Martin	-		Miramichi-North	(506)	773-5286	
• Robin	Clark	–	PEI	(902)	438-2571	

	
Remember,	we	at	Green	Diamond	Equipment	are	always	here	with	quality	equipment	and	
service	to	help	your	course	deliver	the	best	golfing	experience.			
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Proud New AGSA Member!
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John R. Bladon, P.Ag., Founder and President, has been 
immersed in turfgrass, horticulture and the environment since 
childhood. His love affair with the outdoors was nurtured by 
his mother and father, the latter of whom was a Horticulturist 
and spent the bulk of his career as Manager of Grounds at 
the University of Guelph.  Since graduating from University of 
Guelph and studying at Cornell, John has helped construct 
and grow in two golf courses and in the early part of his 
career, and spent nine years as a golf course superintendent. 
Now a more active participant in many facets of the industry, 
and a 30 year industry veteran, John has authored in excess of 
50 articles and executed more than 50 presentations ranging 
from business and agronomy, to physiology and chemistry 
to communications and sustainability. He has lectured to 
students, golf superintendents, boards of directors and club 
memberships, regulatory groups, greenhouse operators, 
growers and farmers, lawn care operators and employees, 
governments and municipalities on a “common sense” 
approach to management strategies and crop systems. In 
Canada, John has executed presentations from BC to NL and 
has successfully engaged the BCGSA, MGSA, AGSA, OVTA and 
NGCOA as well as Sports Turf Canada and presenting at the 
Ontario Turfgrass Symposium.    
	
After having done a series of consultation and advisory work 
on a part time basis, and numerous continued requests 
from professionals in the field, John launched The Chimera 
Group (www.thechimeragroup.ca) in 2011. With a clear need 
for integrated solutions within the industry, work began 
with end user professionals and a wide variety of industry 
interests groups through site consultations, business advisory 
work, strategic communications, training, technical support, 
education and management of research data. Now with an 
established client portfolio, reputation and track record or 
success, Chimera now guarantees its fees prior to working 
with clients. If Chimera does not successfully inject savings 
or efficiencies equal or greater than its fees back into your 

operation, we will work for free! 
In his spare time John enjoys golf, travel and is an avid 
photographer. He has visited and photographed more than 30 
countries around globe including time spent in New Zealand 
and Australia, Central and South America and the Middle East.

About Turf Prophit

Turf Prophit™ is a feature-rich, cloud based, golf course 
maintenance system built specifically for golf course 
maintenance operations and the superintendent community. 
It was created after seeing so many superintendents 
struggling through budgetary or agronomic issues with their 
ownership groups or boards. With software managing food 
and beverage, tee times and accounting in the clubhouse, 
why does maintenance not have an easy to use tool to help? 

Turf Prophit's client base now gets more operational and 
capital expenditures approved because they have real data 
to back up and fortify discussions.  In addition, the system 
helps keep everything in one place and because it is cloud 
based just like online banking, it is accessible from anywhere. 
From nutrient and AI management to scheduling and labour 
analysis to purchasing, inventory and budget management, 
you CAN get organized and defend budget cuts.The system 
enables seamless live or backdated collection of maintenance 
inputs, and allows courses to organize each of those inputs 
into a database for on-demand analysis and eases your 
paper-related workload. Turf Prophit is successfully in use at 
golf courses across Canada and the US and in Australia, New 
Zealand and Europe. For system photos and more about Turf 
Prophit, visit www.turfprophit.com

About the Canadian Turfgrass Advisory Group (CTAG)

Of significance, Chimera has undertaken a partnership role in 
the Canadian Turfgrass Advisory Group. The concept brings 

An Introduction to The Chimera Group 
and its Founder 

The Chimera Group has become a more diverse company as our business continues to evolve. We are now heavily 
invested in over a dozen turfgrass and agricultural based companies and contribute to industry associations and 
groups whenever and wherever we can. On the turf side, we are the majority shareholder in Turf Prophit, Prometheus 
Production Systems and the Canadian Turfgrass Advisory Group. We are also a shareholder in Ontario 2579099 which 
owns TarpDevil and all of its intellectual properties. 



 

  

practicing industry professionals and Canadian University 
faculty together to provide onsite consultations, training, 
technical support, education and management of research 
data.  Since their inception, this team has quickly ensconced 
itself within the marketplace and is largely thought of as 
the country’s authority on management of turfgrasses, 
sustainability and related crop based environmental issues. 
They have become dedicated to stewardship projects 
with facilities from coast to coast and furthering research 
and education nationally and abroad. In 2018, they will be 
launching a sustainability certification for Canada's golf 
course community. See their team members, article library 
and find out more at www.canadianturfgrass.ca

Testimonials for CTAG 

We get bombarded by suppliers and sorting through what is 
fact, fiction and myth can be a daunting process. Getting to 
the root of our requirements and eliminating a lot of the fluff 
and nonsense helped our turf quality while providing huge 
budget relief!”

Their dedication to us and our goals was superb!  John 
in particular understands the client ethic and he has 
always made himself available to support our goals. Highly 
recommend their services.”

“We have dealt with a lot of consultants in the past that 
have made obscure and cost prohibitive recommendations 
without a real understanding of our business.  More than 
anything, I LOVED that they ensured any recommendations 
were ROI (return on investment) focused and helped our 
business as a whole. This is why we have maintained the 
relationship.”

About TarpDevil

The TarpDevil is a brand-new innovation. This cover 
management system is a custom engineered tool built 
specifically with the golf course superintendent in mind. 
Its purpose is clear; to reduce the burden of deploying and 
collecting tarps and significantly increase the lifespan of 
covers through proper handling and storage. 

Conservative estimates suggest that TarpDevil will pay for 
itself in two to three seasons with the short-term returns 
coming from labour efficiencies and the longer-term return 
coming from an extension of cover life spans through proper 
handling and storage. 

Watch TarpDevil in action here: 
http://tarpdevil.com/tarp-devil-product-video-live/

HOPE EVERYONE IS HAVING A GOOD WINTER.  WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 
2018 SEASON. 

WE ARE STILL GROWING AND ADDING NEW PRODUCTS TO SERVE THE GOLF COURSE 
INDUSTRY BETTER. 

WE ARE PLEASED TO BE PARTNERED WITH SHAW RESOURCES. WE WILL BE DISTRIBUTING BULK SAND AND WILL BE 
STOCKING 3000LB TOTES AND 55LB BAGGED SAND.

OUR FERTILIZER BUSINESS IS EXPANDING. WE NOW OFFER METHYLENE UREA AND 43-0-0 POLY. WE HAVE IN STOCK AND 
AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICING. 

WE ARE STILL ADDING NEW GOLF COURSES TO THE IHAMMER MEGALEX PROGRAM. DON’T ASK US ABOUT THE 
PRODUCT, ASK THE SUPERINTENDENTS USING IT.

OUR SEED RESEARCH BUSINESS CONTINUES TO GROW. ASK ABOUT 007, EXTREME 7 AND OUR NEW TRIPLE 7, AND 
FLAGSTICK. 

 TO SERVICE YOU BETTER, WE WILL HAVE A WAREHOUSE FACILITY IN MONCTON TO HANDLE OUR QUALI PRO AND BASF 
PRODUCTS. TALK TO US ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS AND HOW WE CAN WORK IT INTO YOUR EXISTING PROGRAMS. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING EVERYONE AT CASINO NB IN FEBRUARY, HERE IN MONCTON 
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All of us in the maintenance shop know that when the snow 
disappears things start to get busy in a hurry. Over the winter, 
our gear has sat too much and is probably a little out of shape 
- like most of us after the Christmas Holidays.

Over the preceding summer, I always try to keep a list of things 
that need attention so I can deal with them this time of year. 
No one wants to start a new year with last years problems . In 
the off season, I also try to get all my fast moving parts lined 
up for the summer.

Even if I might not purchase them right away, I have lists made 
. Things like filters, fluids, common bearings, spark plugs, etc. 
There are many great fall and spring booking programs you 
can take advantage of to save a lot of time and money.

My first season at Brudenell/Dundarave I was unsure of what 
parts to stock. I lost a lot of time that summer running around 
for small, frequently used parts and other odds and ends. It 
made for a very hectic summer.

One of the ways I have found to stay on top of our parts 
was to email orders, especially parts lists (not that I don’t like 
phoning and talking to people). Those emails make a great 

way to keep records from years to year. When it’s time to 
figure out what parts to stock for the coming season, emails 
make it easy to search last seasons parts purchases. It’s much 
easier to update these year by year than it is to come up with 
new parts lists from scratch.

The off season is also a great time of year to give the 
equipment a little freshening up. Fresh oil and filters, along 
with careful greasing leave equipment prepared to start the 
new season. 

If you are fortunate to have the time, winter is also a great 
time of year to clean and organize the shop. A tidy organized 
shop is a great time saver. I also find if you start the season 
with a shop that is clean and organized, the rest of the staff 
will respect the space more, and tend to help you keep it that 
way.

On the technical side, one of the biggest spring time savers 
we found last year was going with a set of five blade reels 
for our first cuts. One of the last things we do before the 
snow comes is apply a good topdressing to the greens and 
approaches. The first few times out, the reels are cutting as 
much old sand, twigs and winter debris as grass. If you are 

Keep It Steady By Being Ready

As I write this on January 20th, Brudenell River and Dundarave Golf Courses have a nice blanket of snow covering 
them. I hope this means it will be a great spring and the golf courses will be in terrific shape early.

Jamie Matheson, 
Brudenell River/ Dundarave Golf Courses
@mathesonjamiefd
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fortunate to have a extra set of heads around it is well worth it to put in five blade reels. Last year was our first year time using 
them and it cut down our spring grinding greatly. I’m not sure of the science behind it, but for some reason the less mower 
blades you have, the longer the blades seem to hold their edge. Especially when cutting in sandy conditions.

The off season is also a great time of year to give the equipment a complete check over. Any hydraulic lines ,tires, bearings you 
can proactively replace this time of year will make the busy season a lot less hectic.

Also, make sure to put additive in your fuel tanks. I know I mention this every spring but it is very important. The fuel tanks have 
gone through many temperature changes over the winter. They will have condensation in them. If this condensation finds it’s 
way into your equipment fuel tanks, it will cause problems for you. There is many terrific products out there . Check with your 
local automotive store or feel free to contact me for some of my favourites.

You might also want to go over all your battery connections . Anything that is showing a little green should be removed and 
cleaned. There are lots of great products out there to protect your connections, but even taking some grease and smearing it 
over the top of connections will make a big difference.

I hope the rest of the winter is kind to all of us and our courses !

Happy Grinding !

Jamie Matheson
Head Mechanic
Brudenell River / Dundarave Golf Courses

®

®

For more information, contact: 

Walter Dea
Territory Manager

 wdea@aquatrols.com
514-602-8410

Solutions for Every Need and Budget

Aquatrols has been the world leader in soil surfactant 
technology for more than 60 years. Our soil surfactants 
optimize soil moisture and improve irrigation efficiency, 
resulting in significant water and energy savings.

With a full line of soil surfactant products backed  
up by sound science and independent research,  
we offer solutions for every need and budget.  
Contact your local Aquatrols distributor today or  
visit www.aquatrols.com for more information.
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Atlantic Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show 

Moncton, New Brunswick 
Casino NB 

February 20 – 22, 2018 

Tuesday, February 20th, 8:00 – 12:00pm 

Minimum Level of Sustainable Nutrients 
Dr. Micah Woods, Asian Turfgrass Centre & Jason Haines, Pender Harbour Golf Course 

Tuesday, February 20th, 1:00 – 5:00pm 

360 Degree Leader 
Steve Keating, The Toro Company 

Wednesday, February 21th  

8:00 – 8:45  Minimalism, Managing Pests, and Optimizing One’s Golf Course, Jason Haines, Pender Harbour 
8:45 – 9:45 5 Characteristics  of Weak Leaders, Steve Keating, The Toro Company  

9:45 – 10:00   
Refreshment Break 

10:00 – 11:00 What Once Was So, and What I Know Now, Chris Tritabaugh, Hazeltine National Golf Club 
11:00 – 2:00  
Trade Show  

2:15 – 3:15 Leaves of Grass, Dr. Micah Woods, Asian Turfgrass Centre 
3:15 – 4:00 2017 at Clovelly – A Mental Journey, Mark Altese, Clovelly Golf Course  

4:15 – 5:00 
AGSA/ATRF Annual General Meetings  

6:00 – 7:30 
Reception & Banquet 

8:00 – 8:45 Disease Control, Inside Out, Marie Thorne, Syngenta 
8:45 – 9:30 Managing Putting Surfaces Without PGRs,  Chris Tritabaugh, Hazeltine National Golf Club  

9:30 – 10:00  
Refreshment Break 

10:00 – 11:00 Turf Around the World,  Dr. Micah Woods, Asian Turfgrass Centre 
11:00 – 11:45 Cabot Cliffs – Turf Management in a Different Way, Bradley Allen, Cabot Cliffs 
11:45  Closing Remarks, AGSA President, Caralynn Cullen 

Thursday, February 22th  

TRADE SHOW OPENING 
CENTRE B 
 6:00 – 9:00 
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Powered by 429 cc gasoline
Kohler engine or 48 volt 
A/C electric. Coil over
shocks and hydraulic
disc brakes on all tires.
Rack and pinion
steering. 800 lb cargo bed
capacity. Multiple seating,
bed and attachment options.

INTRODUCING THE NEW
GTX SERIES OF UTILITY
VEHICLES BY TORO.

1-866-455-8873
www.veseysequipment.com
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Conference time is here again and before you know it, 
golf course superintendents and staff will be hard at it 
getting their courses ready for golfers.

The Veseys Equipment Team would first like to take a 
moment to thank all for your continued support in 2017. 
We understand that in these times, turf maintenance 
capital and operating budgets are shrinking and with 
that, golf course owners, board members, golf course 
members and guests are still expecting great course 
conditions.

It is very important to the Veseys Team that we do our 
best to work with our customers to give them the best 
possible solution to their turf maintenance equipment 
requirements. 

Veseys Equipment is pleased to introduce some new 
equipment to our portfolio.

The Toro Company is very excited to introduce the all-
new Toro Outcross 9060 to their line-up.

Veseys Equipment are also pleased to announce that 
we have partnered with the Maredo Company out of 
Holland.

We look forward to seeing you at the trade conferences 
this year. We will have a booth in Moncton and we are 
excited to show some of our new equipment. Hope to 
see you all there!

We will also have representation at the Canadian 
Conference in Quebec and GIS Conference in San 
Antonio this year, so for anyone travelling to these shows, 
we will see you there as well.

Once again, the Veseys Team would sincerely like to thank 
you all for your support over the past many years, and we 
look forward to dealing with you in the future.

Here’s hoping you all have a healthy turf season, and a 
prosperous 2018!

Veseys Equipment Team

Here’s hoping everyone had a great Christmas holiday, and Happy New Year to all!





Contact Us:
Callum Haughn    Ryan Sherry
902-222-9335    902-223-2858

www.halifaxseed.ca


